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TABLE 4.-—Mean allitudes and lemperatures of significant poinis identifiable as tropopauses during July 1939, classificd according to the
potential temperatures (10-degree inlervals between 290° and 409° A.) with wkich they are identified (based on radiosonde observations)
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1 Applies to tables for previous months alse.

RIVERS AND FLOODS

[River and Flood Division, MERRILL BERNARD, in charge]

By BENNETT SWENSON

The precipitation during the month of October 1939
was decidedly deficient over much of the country and the
majority of the rivers were unusually low at the close of
the month.

No floods were reported with the exception of one in
the lower Rio Grande on October 12-14. This flood re-
sulted from heavy rains on the 10th to 11th which were
centered principally over the tributaries which enter the
lower Rio Grande from the Mexican side.

These rains resulted in a sharp increase of the stages in
the river from Rio Grande City, Tex., downstream.
Flood stages were exceeded slightly at a few points in-
cluding Rio Grande City and Mercedes, Tex., where crest

stages of 21.6 and 21.4 feet, respectively, were reached.
However, very little water overflowed on the American
side of the river, and no appreciable damages resulted.

Table of flood stages, October 1939

Above flood
) ) Flood | Stages—dates Crest
River and station siage
From— | To— | Stage | Date
West Gulf Drainage
Rio Grande: Feet Feel

Rio Grande City, Tex 21 12 12 2.6 12
Mercedes, Tex.._..... 21 13 14 21.4 14




